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The Series 
Opportunities: Your Journey Begins Here……… 

STRAIGHT TALK SEMINAR SERIES EVENT 
“An 8 Seminar  Ser ies  Promoting Interes t  in  Learning the How To’s of  
Star t ing/Growing Your Own Business” 
 
February 15 Business  Opportuni t ies  Avai lable  through the One Bil l ion Dollar  
  School Project  
February 22 You Want Money and You Want i t  When 
March 1 I t’s  Not the Rap I t’s  the Map – Par t  I  
March 8 I t’s  Not the Rap I t’s  the Map – Par t  I I  
March 15 Your  Si lent  Par tners  
March 29 Who Wants  Your  Stuff  
Apri l  5   Home Based Businesses  and Make Yourself  Credi t  Worthy 
Apri l  12 Small  Business  Ethics  
Apri l  19 SNOW DAY 
  (dates are subject  to  change)  
 
S e mi n a r s  w i l l  b e  h e ld  a t  t h e  R e v .  D r .  B e n n e t t  W .  S mi t h ,  S r .  F a mi l y  L i f e  C e n t e r ,  8 3 3  M i c h ig an  
A v en u e  (C o rne r  o f  G ood e l l  S t .  &  M i c h ig an  A ve nu e ) ,  Bu f f a lo ,  N e w  Yor k .   I nd iv id ua l  s e mi n a r s  
h e ld  f r o m 6 - 8 :3 0  p . m.  

 
Suppor ted  by  Bu f fa lo  Chap te r  NAACP,  B lack  Chamber  o f  Commerce  WNY,  Bu f fa lo  Urban  
League  and  ECC Work fo rce  Deve lopment .  
 
 
 

  
From the Desk of 
the District 
Director, Franklin 
J. Sciortino 
 
 “With great  p leasure I  
wish to  thank al l  
par t ic ipat ing banks,  
organizat ions,  and 
MOU signator ies  for  
their  t i re less  effor ts  
and ass is tance with 
“Straight  Talk 2005”.   
The event  held on 
Saturday,  January 22 n d  
was a great  success .  “  
  
“I t  i s  our  expectat ion 
to  have the  same 
success  with our  
upcoming Straight  
Talk Ser ies  sequel  
which offers  in-depth 
discussion of  subject  
mater ia l  and also  
provides for  
networking and one-
on-one counsel ing.”  
 
Outreach seminars 
wil l  begin February 
15 t h  and run through 
Apri l  12 t h  
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Act ing  Reg iona l  Admin is t ra to r  fo r  
Reg ion  I I  ( f rom le f t ) ,  B ryan  G.  
S la te r ,  Reverend  Wi l l i am G i l l i son ,  
Mt .  O l i ve  Bapt i s t  Church  and  SBA 
Bu f fa lo  D is t r i c t ,  D is t r i c t  D i rec to r ,  
F rank l i n  J .  Sc io r t i no  made open ing  
remarks  a t  the  S T R AI GHT  T A L K 
2 0 0 5  C O N F E R E N C E  he ld  on  
Sa tu rday,  January  22 ,  2005 .   I n  
sp i te  o f  wea the r  cond i t i ons ,  the  
con fe rence  was  a t tended  by  ove r  
300  p rospec t i ve  bus iness  owners  
and  was  a  t remendous  success .  



 

LENDER # OF LOANS $ AMOUNT 
1 .    CHARTER ONE BANK,  NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 151  $3 ,859 ,500   
2 .    HSBC BANK USA,  NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 39  $3 ,075 ,100   
3 .    M  & T  BANK          27  $6 ,980 ,150  
4 .    KEYBANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 11  $3 ,208 ,000  
5 .    F IRST NIAGARA BANK     10  $679 ,500    
6 .    BANK OF AMERICA 10  $239 ,000  
7 .    WYOMING COUNTY BANK 9  $571 ,500  
8 .    CAPITAL ONE,  FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK 9  $305 ,000    
9 .    THE BANK OF CASTILE 7  $2 ,001 ,000  
10 .  F IRST T IER BANK &  TRUST 4  $320 ,000  
11 .  NATIONAL BANK OF GENEVA 3  $308 ,000  
12 .  WELLS FARGO BANK,  NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 3  $115 ,000    
13 .  GE CAPITAL  SMALL BUS.  F INANCE CORP.  2  $1 ,225 ,000  
14 .  BUSINESS LOAN CENTER    2  $892 ,000  
15 .  GREATER BUFFALO SAVINGS BANK 2  $359 ,000    
16 .  JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,  NATIONAL ASSO.  2  $175 ,300    
17 .  C IT IBANK,  N .A .              2  $70 ,000    
18 .  WACHOVIA SBA LENDING,  INC.  1  $1 ,250 ,000  
19 .  COMERICA BANK     1  $366 ,100  
20 .  C IT  SMALL BUS.  LENDING CORPORATION 1  $364 ,000  
21 .  UPS CAPITAL BUSINESS CREDIT  1  $189 ,000  
22 .  AMERICAN EXPRESS CENTURION BANK 1  $15 ,000    

 
BUFFALO DISTRICT ALL 7(A) LOAN PROGRAMS JANUARY 2005 

SUMMARY OF 504 LOAN APPROVALS  
BUFFALO DISTRICT OFFICE 

FY 2005 THROUGH JANUARY 2005 
 

LENDER #OF LOANS TOTAL DOLLARS 
E mp i r e  S t a t e  C e r t i f i e d  D ev e l o p me n t  C o rp o ra t io n  8  4 ,043,000  

GRAND TOTAL 8  $4,043 ,000  

 
SUMMARY OF 504 THIRD PARTY LOANS  

BUFFALO DISTRICT OFFICE 
FY 2005 THROUGH JANUARY 2005 

 
LENDER #OF LOANS TOTAL DOLLARS 

F I R S T  N IA G A R A  B A N K  4  1 ,740,000  
M & T BANK 3  2 ,550,000  

THE BANK OF CASTILE 1  1 ,000,000  
 8  $5 ,290 ,000  

 



 

LENDER # OF LOANS $ AMOUNT 
1 .    M  & T  BANK              27  $6 ,980 ,150   
2 .    CHARTER ONE BANK,  NATIONAL ASSO.  151  $3 ,859 ,500   
3 .    KEYBANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 11  $3 ,208 ,000  
4 .    HSBC BANK USA,  NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 39  $3 ,075 ,100  
5 .    THE BANK OF CASTILE 7  $2 ,001 ,000  
6 .    WACHOVIA SBA LENDING,  INC.  1  $1 ,250 ,000  
7 .    GE CAPITAL SM.  BUSINESS F INANCE CORP.  2  $1 ,225 ,000  
8 .    BUSINESS LOAN CENTER,  LLC 2  $892 ,000    
9 .    F IRST NIAGARA BANK 10  $679 ,500  
10 .  WYOMING COUNTY BANK 9  $571 ,000  
11 .  COMERICA BANK  1  $366 ,100  
12 .  C IT  SMALL BUS.  LENDING CORP.  1  $364 ,000    
13 .  GREATER BUFFALO SAVINGS BANK 2  $359 ,000  
14 .  F IRST T IER BANK &  TRUST 4  $320 ,000  
15 .  NATIONAL BANK OF GENEVA 3  $308 ,000    
16 .  CAPITAL ONE,  FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK 9  $305 ,000    
17 .  BANK OF AMERICA                  10  $239 ,000    
18 .  UPS CAPITAL BUSINESS CREDIT  1  $189 ,000  
19 .  JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,  NATIONAL ASSO.  2  $175 ,300  
20 .  WELLS FARGO BANK,  NATIONAL ASSO.  3  $115 ,000  
21 .  C IT IBANK,  N .A .               2  $70 ,000  
22 .  AMERICAN EXPRESS CENTURION BANK 1  $15 ,000    
 

BUFFALO DISTRICT ALL 7(A) LOAN PROGRAMS JANUARY 2005 

 

SBA APPOINTS LITTLE ROCK  

COMMERCIAL LOAN SERVICE CENTER DIRECTOR! 
 SBA has appointed Martin Orr as Director of the Little Rock Commercial Loan Service Center, which 
serves over 4,000 commercial lenders in 24 states in the Eastern U.S., the District of Columbia, and the territory of 
Puerto Rico. The Little Rock center services a $17 billion portfolio of 146,000 SBA loans, including SBA 
guaranteed loans, Certified Development Company (504) loans, and direct disaster loans. 

Prior to his appointment as Center Director, Orr served as Acting and Assistant Director of the Little Rock center, 
and as Acting Director of the Fresno Commercial Loan Service Center, which serves the Western U.S. Martin has 
also served at SBA Headquarters as Special Assistant to the Associate Administrator for Financial Assistance, and 
Chief of the Certified Development Company Branch. 

A native of Kansas City, Missouri, Orr was an economic development financing professional for 18 years before 
joining the SBA team. He earned a BA from William Jewell College, an MBA from the University of Kansas, and a 
PhD in Marketing from the University of Missouri. He is active in a number of community organizations and 
currently serves as Vice President of the Federal Executive Association of Central Arkansas. 
 
 



 

SBA IMPROVES HUBZONE PROGRAM 
TO HELP SMALL BUSINESSES CREATE MORE JOBS 

 
The U.S. Small Business Administrat ion is changing i ts  Histor ical ly Underut i l ized Business 
(HUBZone) program to help smal l  businesses create more jobs in economical ly d is tressed 
communit ies.    

“These pivotal  changes to the HUBZone program expand i ts reach dramat ical ly and wi l l  create 
more jobs and economic growth in economical ly depressed areas for  smal l  businesses, and 
st imulate growth in the nat ion’s economy,”  said Administrator  Hector  V. Barreto.  

Under recent legis lat ion,  a smal l  business applying for  HUBZone cert i f icat ion no longer needs 
to be owned and control led exclusively by U.S. c i t izens.  Now, the level  of  required ownership 
by U.S. c i t izens is  51 percent.   Also, agr icul tural  cooperat ives have jo ined community 
development corporat ions and Indian tr ibes as ent i t ies that can part ic ipate in the HUBZone 
Program. 

Tr ibal ly-owned smal l  businesses also have new opt ions regarding the HUBZone employment 
requirement,  one of  four basic el ig ib i l i ty  cr i ter ia.   A tr ibal  business can choose to meet the 35 
percent residency at  the t ime of  appl icat ion or  wait  unt i l  the f i rm actual ly receives a HUBZone 
contract .  I f  th is  lat ter  opt ion is  chosen, the business wi l l  be required to ensure that 35 percent 
of  those working on the contract reside in a reservat ion area control led by the tr ibe,  or  an 
adjoining HUBZone.  

Another change permits a rural  county to qual i fy for  HUBZone status i f  i ts  local  unemployment 
rate is h igh re lat ive to e i ther  the state’s annual ized unemployment rate or  the nat ional 
unemployment rate.   Previously,  the only compar ison was permit ted against  the state level .  

Final ly ,  smal l  businesses that  e i ther  were terminated or  are facing imminent terminat ion from 
the HUBZone Program because the areas where the f i rms are located are no longer considered 
to be economical ly distressed wi l l  reta in the abi l i ty  to part ic ipate in the HUBZone Program unt i l  
the resul ts of  the next census data col lect ion,  scheduled for  2010, is  analyzed and released to 
the publ ic .  

The HUBZone program was created in 1997 as a resul t  of  legis lat ion sponsored by Sen. 
Chris toper Bond (R-MO) and has more than 11,000 part ic ipants.  The program provides 
cert i f ied f i rms an opportuni ty to compete for  federal  contracts and provides local  employment in 
d is tressed communit ies.  The program boasts an onl ine appl icat ion that a l lows smal l  businesses 
to determine whether they are located in a HUBZone, apply for  HUBZone cert i f icat ion and 
check on the status of  an appl icat ion at  any t ime dur ing the review process.   
  
For addi t ional  informat ion on the changes to the HUBZone program, vis i t  the Web si te at  
www.sba.gov/hubzone or contact Laura McCabe or James Branch, SBA Buffalo at   
(716) 551-4301.  

 



 
 

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 
LUNCHEON DATE SET FOR MAY 11, 2005 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE DISTRICT DIRECTOR 

FRANKLIN J. SCIORTINO 
 

Once again, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) Buffalo District  Office is 
pleased to be joining Business First of Buffalo in presenting the 13t h Annual Western 
New York Small Business Awards Luncheon. 
 
The luncheon is slated for Wednesday, May 11, 2005 at the Marriot Hotel – 
Buffalo/Niagara in Amherst,  New York.  During the luncheon, the participating lenders, 
economic development agencies, and chambers of commerce will  present their awards to 
Western New York businesses for their outstanding achievements as entrepreneurs and 
advocates of small business interests.   We expect over 400 attendees at this year ’s event.
 
The cost to attend is $30 per person or $300 per table (10 seats to each table).  For 
registration information, please call  (716) 551-3249 or register online at 
Kelly.lotempio@sba.gov .   If registering online, please submit the names of those 
attending.  Limited Seating is available, so please make your reservations soon!!!!  
Thank you. 


